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MARA V1CHROM1S ECCLES &. TREVVA- 
VAS, 1989, A JUNIOR SYNONYM OK 
A 1YLOCI1ROMIS REGAN, 1920 (TELE- 
OSTEI, CICI1L1DAE). E. DERUST, Insti- 
tut Royal de Sciences Naturelles de Belgique, 
Rue Vautier 29, B-I04G Bruxelles, and J. 
SNOEKS (to which the correspondance 
should be sent), Musee Royal de LAfrique 
Centrale, Leuvensesteenwcg 13, B-3Q8G 
Tervurcn, BELGIQUE. 

ABSTRACT. - In 1989, Eccles and Trewa- 
vas defined a new cichlid genus Maravi- 
chromis from Lake Malawi. One of the spe¬ 
cies included is Chromis laieristriga Gunther, 
1864. This species was designated by Regan 
(1920) as the type species of Mylochromis, a 
genus later synonymized with Hapiochromis 
(Regan, 1922). As a consequence of the re¬ 
moval of laieristriga from the genus Hapio¬ 
chromis by Eccles and Trewavas (1989), the 
name Mylochromis „ being the oldest name 
available, takes priority over Maravichromis t 
which consequently becomes a junior subjec¬ 
tive synonym of Mylochromis. 

Key-words. - Cichlidae, Maravichromis, My¬ 
lochromis. Africa, Malawi L., Synonymy. 

Eccles and Trewavas (1989), in their 
revision of some haplochromine genera of 
Lake Malawi, redefined several previously 
described genera and proposed 22 new ones. 
One of the new genera established by Eccles 
and Trewavas (1989: 203) is Maravichromis* 
The authors included sixteen species in this 
nominal genus and designated Hap tochromis 
ericotaenia Regan, 1922 as the type species. 

One of the species that Eccles and 
Trewavas (1989) placed in Maravichromis is 
Chromis laieristriga Giinther, 1864. This 
species had been designated by Regan (1920) 
as the type species of the genus Mylochromis 
Regan, 1920. 

At the time of Regan s designation, 
the type series of Chromis laieristriga, ori¬ 
ginally comprising two syntypes with no ho¬ 
le type selected (contrary to the opinion of 
Eccles and Trewavas, 1989: 216), had been 
split up by Boulenger (1915). Boulenger 
placed the larger type in Paratilapia dimidla- 
(a (Gumher, 1864) and retained the other in 
Tilapia laieristriga noting it as follows: *1. 
Skin, type - Lake Nyassa - Sir J. Kirk (C)" 
(Boulenger, 1915: 254). 

While Boulenger's (1915) statement 
may leave some doubt as to whether or not 
it constitutes the designation of a lectotype, 
there is, according to the International Code 
of Zoological Nomenclature [1985; hereafter 
named 'the Code'] (art. 74.a), no doubt as to 
the designation of the lectotype by Regan 
(1922: 705), who, in his redescription of lla- 
plochromis laieristriga , referred to the same 
specimen as "the type, a skin of 160 mm 
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long". The other type specimen became a 
syntype of Hapiochromls guentheri Regan, 
1922 (p. 707). 

In the same publication, Regan 
(1922: 705) included the species laieristriga in 
the genus Hapiochromis , without reference to 
the nominal genus Mylochromis that he cre¬ 
ated two years before. By this act of inclu¬ 
sion, Mylochromis was implicitly synonym¬ 
ized with Hapiochromis ; However, as a 
synonym, the name Mylochromis remained 
available for subsequent use (the Code, art. 
10,g; 23.1), 

Apparently, Eccles and Trewavas 
(1989) overlooked these facts when they re¬ 
moved laieristriga from the genus llaplo- 
chromis and included it in the newly erected 
nominal genus Maravichromis, Instead Mylo¬ 
chromis , being the oldest name available, 
should have been resurrected for this taxon 
(the Code, art. 23.d). 

To conform with the rules of the 
Code (art. 61.c.i), Maravichromis Eccles 
Trewavas, 1989 therefore is a junior subjec¬ 
tive synonym of Mylochromis Regan, 1920, 
the type species or which is Chromis laieris¬ 
triga Gunther, 1864 as designated by Regan 
(1920) (the Code, art 67.j). 
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